


Hammad Rind

Hammad Rind was born in Punjab, Pakistan, and currently lives in Cardiff.
His stories, articles and book reviews have appeared in numerous UK and
iInternational magazines. He regularly leads workshops on creative writing,
storytelling and Eastern literature.

His debut novel, Four Dervishes, was published by Seren in 2021. Jon Gower
said it was "Without doubt, one of the most remarkable novels to come from
Wales for years." He is currently working on his second novel.

He can speak nine languages, including Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi, Persian,
Turkish, Italian and French, and adds authenticity and individuality to his
work by incorporating elements of these different languages and cultures
Into his writing.


https://www.serenbooks.com/book/four-dervishes/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MSTMesU0DA
https://www.literaturewales.org/our-projects/platforming-under-represented-writers/
https://www.literaturewales.org/our-projects/platforming-under-represented-writers/
https://www.llenyddiaethcymru.org/ein-prosiectau/lwcommissions/gwaith-comisiwn-i-awduron-3/hammad-rind/
https://www.llenyddiaethcymru.org/ein-prosiectau/lwcommissions/gwaith-comisiwn-i-awduron-3/hammad-rind/

In 2023, Hammad was selected to be one of the Representing Wales cohort, a
programme that provides opportunities for underrepresented writers in the
literary sector to develop their craft and understanding of the literature and
publishing industry.

Most recently, Hammad was
one of Hay Festival's "Writers at
Work' cohort, a programme

“Literature Wales is a supportive
organisation that has gone above

that gives writers the and beyond what is expected in
opportunity to attend sharing opportunities and
workshops with publishers, resources and in encouraging me
agents and, crucially, with some on my journey.”

of the established international
artists taking part in the festival.


https://www.literaturewales.org/our-projects/hay-festival-writers-at-work/
https://www.literaturewales.org/our-projects/hay-festival-writers-at-work/

The 'Representing Wales' writer development programme is now heading towards
its fifth round, with the latest cohort of writers looking to receive a year of intensive

development in spring 2025. The programme is bilingual, open to writers writing in
both Welsh and English.

One lovely element of mixing writers working in both languages is the fact that
attention is given to the Welsh language, with the benefit of practice and
composing in the language being highlighted to the cohort of writers writing in
English. The programme has done a good job of bridging the communities of
writers in Wales who write in either language.

One natural element of this assimilation between the language groups was that
non-Welsh writers were keen to learn more about Welsh language, and learn more
Welsh. And that's where the special relationship between Literature Wales and the
National Centre For Learning Welsh began.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwYWOf07zKg




Hammad learning Welsh

We caught up with Hammad to hear
more about his reasons for learning
Welsh, and how he hopes his journey
with the language will develop in
the future.



Ouesuons

1. What motivated you to want to learn Welsh?

2. Has a course/project/programme by Literature
Wales helped you on the journey to learn the
language?

3. What's next for you in terms of using Welsh
in your life/work as a writer?
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Click to view the video



https://www.youtube.com/shorts/qkamwfqK3GY

Gwrando
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Robin Be Bynnag

Dewch i wrando ar stori am aderyn arbennig ac4m edrych, gwrando a
bod yn garedig. Rebecca Harries sy'n adrodd stgri gan Hammad Rind.
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Cyntedd y Sinema, Canolfan Gelfyddydol y Chapter, ‘Caerdydd
NOs Fercher, 13 Tachwedd, 7-9pm |

Noson jmg nghwmni ein colbﬁzydd rleolaid Wam Reynolds

1 phedwar 0’n cyfranwyr newydd -
sara Peacock, Kamalagita Hugh>s, Hammad Rind ac,Anne May.
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Cilmeri a

‘Galar hyn nag wylo’ -
barddoniaeth y Shia

Fel siaradwr a darllenwr Cymraeg newydd, darganfiim ‘Cilmeri’

gan Gerallt Lloyd Owen yn hwyrach nag y byddwn wedi hoffi.
Wrth ddarllen cyflwyniad i farddoniaeth Gymraeg yn
ddiweddar, des ar draws rhai llinellau oT gerdd hon am
swynodd. Roedden nhw wedi taro tant a mi ac nid yn unig
oherwydd eu harddwch clywedol a'u pwer. Yn eu dwyster dwin
ynglyn a thrasiedi canrifoedd oed, fe wnaethon nhw hetyd fy
atgoffa or traddodiad barddol y tyfais i fyny ag ef. Roedd rhai
llinellau yn teimlo'n ingol o gyfarwydd. Er enghraifft, Cnawd y
y co nid yw'n cau, aT sén, wrth drafod cwymp Llywelyn, am
‘ail-fyw ei glwyfau o/ A galar hyn nag wylo!

Roedd y llinellau hyn yn fy atgoffa o glwyfau eraill, o gortf

clwyfedig arall, syn c L.el ei goffau ym marddoniaeth farwnadol
y Shia yng ngorllewin a de Asia.

_Hammad Rind




Conelusion

Hammad's journey to learn Welsh in such a short space of time is
a very inspiring one.

We are proud to have played a small part in Hammad's journey to
learn the language and to use Welsh in his writing career as a
writer, as well as giving him the opportunity to practice his Welsh
at Ty Newydd in an informal and natural way which has been a

golden opportunity for him.



